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CONTEXT

Having just emerged from a 20-year 

civil war, the macro economic and 

social situation in South Sudan is 

among the worst in the world. The 

Five Talents program is located in 

the rural town of Lietnhom along the 

Jur River. This area has a population 

of more than 500,000 people and has 

no other banking services available.
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Lietnhom is complete, which provides 

a sense of permanence and security.
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working in Lietnhom. Our vision is 

for him to build the skills necessary 

to replicate the community bank in 

another village.
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The talents of  Santino Matuk flow through the community of  
Lietnhom.

Santino is the head of  the fishing cooperative in this southern Sudan 
village, where he uses his talents in fishery management to make 
sure the Jur River fish population is protected. The fishermen he 
oversees make various sizes of  fish nets. These nets are then used at 
restricted times during the year allowing younger fish to escape in 
order to continue growing and breeding, thus repopulating the river. 

Santino has also emerged as a capable, responsible and humble 
leader within the Lietnhom Community Bank. He recently traveled 
eight hours on the river to collect a loan repayment from one of  the 
members. The funds for loans at the Lietnhom bank come mostly 
from members’ savings.

“If  you grow your own grain you will be careful how you use it — but 
if  someone gives it to you, you can finish it in a few days,” he said.

Santino lends wise direction and humble leadership to the Lietnhom 
Community Bank. It is an exciting project that is set to grow on a 
solid foundation.

Lietnhom Community Bank



Being born into a country that was in the midst of a 20-year civil war and being 
forced into the army as a child soldier has only strengthened �omas Anei’s 

desire to bring healing and restoration to his homeland.

While working as a child soldier, �omas, a native of southern Sudan, had a dramatic 
Christian conversion. It was after this experience that he sought refuge in Kenya and 
ultimately completed his studies as a church development worker. 

In May 2007, �omas attended a Five Talents-sponsored Economic Development 
Institute in Nakuru, Kenya. As a result of the training, �omas became a strong 
advocate for the church’s involvement in economic development in order to create a 
more stable Sudan. 

�omas, the church development worker in the Diocese of Wau, will serve as a Five 
Talents Fellow in Lietnhom in 2008. During this year, he will learn how to replicate 
the community bank model used in Lietnhom in order to start community banks in 
other parts of the Diocese.
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BACKGROUND

The program in Lietnhom is being coordinated 

in conjunction with the Economic Projects Trust 
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World Relief, Stromme Foundation, and Integra 
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capacities that contribute to the success of the 

program, ranging from logistical support, funding, 

adult literacy and financial services training. 

The five aforementioned organizations invited Five 
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communion, after recognizing the powerful witness 

of peace, reconciliation and community outreach 

and the significant role in development of the 
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FUTURE ACTIONS
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market for their goods and would primarily be used 

from June to December.
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FIVE TALENTS NEEDS YOUR HELP
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���'�J�W�F���5�B�M�F�O�U�T���J�T���S�B�J�T�J�O�H��£30,000 for its 

program in southern Sudan. This is one of the 

first projects of this type in southern Sudan 

and will include adult education, local savings 

mobilization, business development training and 

rural microcredit provision. Please consider making 

a donation today.

Number of Clients:  362

Loans Outstanding: £2,250

Repayment Rate:  95%

Total Savings:  £4,941.92

Loan Amounts:  �…�������������I�R�U���À�U�V�W���O�R�D�Q��
    £75 for second loan
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The program in Lietnhom is being coordinated 
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